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Simplifying Just Transition
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Just transition means in its simplest definition 
“being fair in the transformation/change/movement 
from one state of being to another”.

No one must be left behind…
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Just transition and its importance to the Caribbean

►The Caribbean faces dual crises  of climate vulnerability and economic 

fragility.

►Just Transition links climate action, decent work, and social inclusion.

►It’s key to achieving both climate goals and sustainable livelihoods.
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What is the choice? 

The argument has always been that the Caribbean faces a difficult choice between investing in building 

resilience to an uncertain event in the future, or investing in an urgent social need today.

However, research has shown that a significant component of indebtedness in the Caribbean is associated with 

rebuilding efforts after natural events.  

SOLUTION: Caribbean policymakers must begin to value future avoided costs as much as they value 

the alleviation of current societal challenges like poverty. 

We must plan, invest and build in resilience NOW!
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Resilience Impact Securities with Equity (RISE): How to Finance 

and Democratise Resilience-Building in the Post-COVID-19 Era. 

Dr Justin Ram
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St Lucia

6 Feb 2025

Belize

14 June 2025

Barbados

30 Aug 2025

Jamaica

22 Sep 2025

St Vincent 
and the 
Grenadines

30 Sep 2025

NDC 3.0 Submissions for the Caribbean 
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Key Institutional and Policy Challenges
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Inclusion and Equity

►Youth, women, and 

informal workers risk 

being left behind.

►Need for retraining and 

skills development for 

new sectors.

►Importance of social 

protection in managing 

the transition.
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Emerging Opportunities 
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Role of Social Dialogue

►Governments, employers, and workers must shape 

the transition together.

►Dialogue ensures ownership, fairness, and policy 

coherence.

►ILO tools and frameworks available to guide national 

dialogue.
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What is Next?

►Build capacity and coordination at national and regional levels.

►Integrate Just Transition into NDC implementation and skills strategies.

►Strengthen data systems for evidence-based planning.
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